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TURN UP THE LOVE
Elvis Duran And The Q94 
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Our Pinot Grigio grapes are 

harvested in the Veneto region 

of Italy after a long growing 

season, so you can treat those 

long summer days to something 

crisp and refreshing.

celebrate

© 2016 Cupcake Vineyards, Livermore, CA
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At Altria, we seek and value differences in people to drive our companies'
success. That's why we're working to create a culture where diversity is
celebrated in our employees, communities and suppliers, and where everyone
feels welcome and encouraged to contribute.

Altria salutes Gay Pride Virginia. Because we know that what makes us different
can make us all stronger.

Celebrating Differences

Take a closer look at Altria.com.
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We offer plans and programs to support our LGBT members  
and help build healthier communities.

Visit www.AetnaLGBT.com to learn more. 

©2016 Aetna Inc. Plans are offered by Aetna Life Insurance Company and its affiliates (Aetna).
2015052

Health coverage  
that works  
for you
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© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.  
(2998803_18723)

We celebrate the power and beauty of working together. It’s why Wells Fargo 
works with national and local organizations that serve the LGBT community 
to strengthen their impact. And it’s the reason we work with you — to help 
you realize your potential, and succeed financially.

wellsfargo.com/LGBT

Together is beautiful.
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Dear Friends —
 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of VA Pride, it is my 
pleasure to welcome you to PRIDEFEST 2016! 

 
The last year has been an eventful one for the LGBTQ 
community.  We have celebrated the one-year anniversary 
of nationwide marriage equality and mourned the death 
of our brothers and sisters in an attack on a gay club in 
Orlando.  We have remained strongly united through it all, 
recognizing that the strength of our community comes from 
the strength within our community.   That, to me, is what 

Pride is all about!
 

This year we are honoring one of the strongest, most 
courageous members of our community.  Gavin Grimm, 
a transgender teen, has stood up against ignorance and 
intolerance to fight for his right to use the bathroom of the 
gender with which he identifies.  He has taken on his local 
school system and has brought nationwide attention to 
the issues facing members of the transgender community.  
Gavin exemplifies how the fight of one of us becomes a fight 

for all of us. 
 

Gavin’s fight is also a reminder that the strength of the LGBT 
community lies in our diversity.  It comes from our ability not 
only to recognize and appreciate the differences among us, 
but to celebrate them.   Pridefest is an opportunity to put our 
diversity on display for all the world to see, unashamedly. 

 
Celebrate well, my friends.  Be safe, be happy, BE PROUD!  

And, Let Love Shine!

In community,

James R. Millner II
President, VA Pride

LET LOVE SHINE!

12 VIRGINIA PRIDEFEST 2016

PRIDEFEST 2016!



BE SAFE, BE HAPPY, BE PROUD! 13

JAMES R MILLNER II
PRESIDENT

RICH FORRESTER
VICE PRESIDENT

MAUREEN SCOTT
TREASURER

JAMIE THOMSON
SECRETARY

ASHE CORDLE               
 RACHEL LEYCO 

SHANNON MCKAY        
BRIAN P REACH 

VIRGINIA PRIDE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BE SAFE, BE HAPPY, BE PROUD! 13



14 VIRGINIA PRIDEFEST 2016

JOHN REINHOLD 
PRESIDENT  

BRAD KUTNER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF   

R. ANTHONY HARRIS
 CREATIVE DIRECTOR

DOUG NUNNALLY 
COPY EDITOR

  JOHN REINHOLD
R. ANTHONY HARRIS

JOSH KADRICH 
ADVERTISING

BRAD KUTNER 
AMY DAVID
BILLY FLYNN

LOHITHA KETHU
TYLER HAMMEL

CONNOR SHOMAKER
CHAZ BARRACKS

CONTRIBUTORS

SOCIAL 
FACEBOOK.COM/VIRGINIAPRIDE  

TWITTER.COM/@VA_PRIDE
INSTAGRAM/VAPRIDE

#VAPRIDE #VIRGINIAPRIDE2016
 

DISTRIBUTION 
THANK YOU TO OUR DISTRIBUTION 

PARTNER BIORIDE / BIORIDERVA.COM

VA PRIDE GUIDE 2016 IS PRINTED LOCALLY 
BY CONQUEST GRAPHICS

COVER ART BY 
R. ANTHONY HARRIS

CONTENTS

12 VIRGINIA PRIDE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

16 LETTER FROM
GOVERNOR TERRY MCAULIFFE

18 LETTER FROM 
LT GOVERNOR RALPH S. NORTHAM

20 LETTER FROM
ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK HERRING

22 LETTER FROM
ATTORNEY DELEGATE MARK LEVINE

26 VA PRIDEFEST MAP & 
PRIDEFEST 2016 VENDOR LIST

28 SKYY VODKA MAIN STAGE SCHEDULE

30 YOUTH PRIDE STAGE SCHEDULE

38 FIREWORK AWARD: GAVIN GRIMM

42 THE BLOOD TYPE IS MSM

50 I AM MY LIFE, PRIDEFEST STORY BANK

66 PRIDE & BISEXUALITY

70 PRIDE BEER

74 LIVING AUTHENTICALLY AS A LGBTQ 
PERSON OF COLOR AFTER ORLANDO

80 THE LGBTQ UNDERGROUND IS ALIVE 
AND WELL

VIRGINIA  PRIDEFEST 2016
WWW.VAPRIDE.ORG/PRIDEFEST

P R I D E

14 VIRGINIA PRIDEFEST 2016

PUBLISHED 2016 IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
 INKWELL VENTURES PUBLISHER OF RVA MAGAZINE & GAYRVA



BE SAFE, BE HAPPY, BE PROUD! 15

FAN FREE CLINIC is now...

Same fighting spirit. Same quality care.

www.healthbrigade.org
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On behalf of the Commonwealth, I am pleased 
to welcome you all to PrideFest 2016! It warms 
my heart to see so many Virginians come to-
gether to celebrate equality. Sometimes it 
seems like just yesterday, but it’s been two 
years now since marriage equality became 
Virginia law. Since that historic day, thousands 
upon thousands of loving couples have married 

or had their marriages legally recognized. 

While we still have a long way to go before 
achieving true equality, I hope you take a mo-
ment today to reflect on all the hard work, time, 
and energy you have channeled into this fight. 
It can often feel like progress is happening far 
too slowly, but remember that without people 
like you, it wouldn’t be happening at all. I want 
to thank each of you for everything you have 
done, big and small, to help further this cause 

and make Virginia a better place to live. 

I promise I will continue to fight to ensure that 
Virginia is a safe, welcoming place for everyone, 
no matter who they are or who they love. I will 
continue to advocate for fair housing, employ-
ment nondiscrimination laws, and other protec-

tions for our LGBTQ community. 

I hope this day serves to remind you of ev-
erything we have accomplished, and that it 
re-energizes you to keep pushing for equality. 
Pride celebrations also provide us with the op-
portunity to remember those who came before 
us, those who dedicated themselves to the fight 
for equal rights even when it seemed nearly 
impossible. Many of those people are not here 
with us, and today we will honor and remember 

them with love, respect, and joy. 

I hope you enjoy your time here in Richmond. 
Thank you again for all that you have done, and 
will continue to do, for Virginia and for our na-
tion. It is an honor to serve as your Lieutenant 

Governor. 

THE COMMONWEALTH 
WELCOMES YOU TO 
PRIDEFEST 2016! 

Dear Friends, 

Sincerely, 

Ralph S. Northam 

BE SAFE, BE HAPPY, BE PROUD! 19
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If there was ever a moment for love, 
courage, and yes—PRIDE!—this is it!

We have come so far together as Americans in our 
recognition that equality is not based on who you are, 

where you come from, or whom you love. 

But we’ve also been reminded that dark forces of 
violence and hatred have not been banished completely. 

We still mourn those lost in Orlando, and we remain 
mindful of those who continue on the long journey 
to recovery. But no matter what, the compassion, 
understanding, conferral of dignity, and love that has 
propelled our nation’s embrace of equality has not 
been and will not be taken away by such a senseless 
and tragic act. In the face of such a terrible tragedy, we 
should come together even more tightly, united by our 

sadness, but also our resolve and sense of 
community.

And there remains much to celebrate here in Virginia 
and around the nation! 

We are moving ever closer to a full embrace of the 
dignity and rights of all persons, including the 

LGBTQ community. 

The Equality Act enjoys unprecedented support 
in Congress.

Here in Virginia, more than 5,000 same-sex couples 
have married since 2014, thousands more have had 
their marriages recognized, and children who have been 
raised in loving households now enjoy the safety and 

security of a two-parent household in the eyes 
of the law. 

In the recent General Assembly session, the loud and 
clear voices of LGBTQ Virginians and allies were able to 
defeat North Carolina-style “bathroom bills” and other 

discriminatory measures.

And in May, I was able to examine Virginia’s anti-
discrimination laws and determine that the Virginia 
Human Rights Act already offers protection against 

LGBTQ discrimination that violates federal law.

Our work is not yet finished, but for today, let’s 
celebrate the extraordinary progress, courage, grace, 
accomplishments, and pride of Virginia’s LGBTQ 
community, and recommit ourselves to a Commonwealth 

and a country where equality reigns.

21
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As the third and newest openly gay member of 
the Virginia General Assembly, perhaps the most 
remarkable thing about my election last year was how 
little my sexual orientation was remarked upon. So 
few focused on my being gay that when I introduced 
my boyfriend to people, I often got a quizzical look 

and then a smile. In Virginia’s 45th District, being 
gay is a plus.

We’ve come a long way. In the mid-1990s, when 
I lived in California, we marched on Hollywood to 
protest the lack of positive gay role models on TV. My 
discussions with Hollywood executives seem almost 
quaint now, as both Ellen and Will & Grace followed 

soon after. 

In the 2000 fight against the anti-marriage 
Proposition 22, our side was too fearful to show loving 
gay and lesbian couples in television advertisements. 
Same-sex marriage was a radical idea then, but four 
of us were too young and too idealistic to believe 
those who told us “it couldn’t be done.” We founded 
Marriage Equality California, the second marriage-
equality organization in the country. We organized 
fifty others who tried to get married on Valentine’s 
Day. Our peaceful civil disobedience soon spread 

statewide. Then nationwide. 

Local and national gay-rights organizations and 
politicians actually opposed us at the time, rejecting 
the state legislation I drafted to provide full marriage 
equality. It took a new straight ally I helped elect to 

introduce the bill, the first in the nation.

I left California in 2001 and moved to Northern 
Virginia to work for openly gay Congressman Barney 
Frank in DC. Working as his Legislative Counsel, we 
challenged Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, President Bush’s 
“faith-based initiative,” and immigration laws that 
discriminated on the basis of sexual orientation. 
We stood up for hate crimes legislation, benefits 
for gay and lesbian survivors whose partners died 
on September 11th, and aid to refugees fleeing anti-

LGBTQ persecution.

Times changed fast. By 2009, I could successfully 
draft and defend in court another marriage equality 
bill, this time for the District of Columbia, that became 
law in 2010. By 2015, just fifteen years after being told 
by and gay and lesbian leaders that marriage equality 
was “impossible,” the Supreme Court made it a reality 

nationwide.

Of course, the battle is not yet over. In Virginia this 
year, I introduced legislation to ban discrimination on 
the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity in 
employment, housing, and public accommodations. 
My bill was unceremoniously sent to be “studied” by 
a commission. Meanwhile a Republican delegate’s 
proposal to keep our transgender friends from 
using the bathroom of their presented gender got 
a more positive hearing, although thankfully, it too 
was eventually defeated. One bill to allow religious 
discrimination against us -– similar to the anti-gay 
bills that passed in North Carolina and Mississippi 
–- actually passed the General Assembly. It only 
escaped becoming Virginia Law due to the veto of our 

supportive Governor McAuliffe.

You can rest assured that Adam, Mark, and I (and 
our many supportive straight allies) will continue to 
press for equal rights for every member of our LGBTQ 
community. If the road ahead seems difficult, we need 
only reflect a bit on how far we have come. With that 
hard history behind us, I believe we are more than 
halfway there. I have no doubt that, one day soon, we 

will achieve full equality under the law.

And that’s a lot to be proud of.

Mark Levine
Serving Alexandria, Arlington, and Fairfax 

in the Virginia House of Delegates

“When I moved to Virginia in 2001, it was still a crime in the Commonwealth for 
gay couples to have sex. By the time I was elected to the Virginia General Assembly 

in 2015, gay and lesbian couples could get legally married.” 
         

– Delegate Mark Levine
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For those of us who knew and loved Sherman “Chris” Harper (PNut),  
he left us a legacy of love, true friendship, and always striving to be the best.

We hope to keep his legacy alive by helping graduates of  
Richmond Community High School achieve their best via the  
Sherman “Chris” Harper Scholarship Fund.

For more information, or to make a tax deductible donation, visit:  
www.supportrchs.com/memory-of

legacylegacy

To learn more about Friends of Richmond Community High School and the 
difference it is making in the lives of students, visit: www.supportrchs.com.
A 501(c)(3) organization. Donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent permitted by law.

Chris Ad v2.indd   2 8/11/16   9:08 PM

In your brief time here, you gave us a lifetime 
of memories.  You are forever in our hearts...

Chris “PNut” Harper

Chris Ad v2.indd   1 8/11/16   9:53 PM
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P R I D E

FOOD
ASIAN TASTE
CARYTOWN BURGERS & FRIES  
CARYTOWNBURGERS.COM
COCO CRISSI
COCOCRISSI.COM
HAPPY EMPANADA   
HAPPYEMPANADA.COM
KING OF POPS   
KINGOFPOPS.COM
MEAN BIRD    
MEANBIRDRVA.COM
OPA FOOD TRUCK
NADERSBISTRO.COM/OPA-FOOD-TRUCK.HTML
ROYAL CREAMERY AND CATERING 
FACEBOOK.COM/GATORJACK
TRI CITY CONCESSIONS 

RED A
AMAZON
AMAZON.COM
AWAKENING COMMUNITY CHURCH  
AWAKENINGCC.ORG 
EQ EVENTS
EQEVENTSRVA.COM
LA DIFFERENCE   
LADIFF.COM
KING OF POPS  
PROM BRING IT    
PROMBRINGIT.COM
RICHARDSON’S RESCUE 
RICHARDSONSRESCUERVA.ORG  
RICHMOND HOSTEL    
HIUSA.ORG/RICHMOND
SALOMON AND LUDWIN  
SALOMONLUDWIN.COM 

VENDOR LIST
SENIOR CENTER RVA    
SENIORCENTEROFGREATERRICHMOND.ORG
SENIOR CONNECTIONS   
SENIORCONNECTIONS-VA.ORG
WELLS FARGO
WELLSFARGO.COM

RED B
BARCODE
BARCODERVA.COM
GAY RVA
GAYRVA.COM
HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN   
HRC.ORG
KMI INSURANCE     
KMICOVERAGE.COM
LASIK PLUS     
LASIKPLUS.COM
LGBT DEMOCRATS OF VIRGINIA
LGBTVADEM.ORG
MADE WEDDINGS AND EVENTS   
MADEWEDDINGSANDEVENTS.COM
PICTURE PERFECT
PLANNED PARENTHOOD ADVOCATES OF VA  
PPAV.ORG
RICHMOND CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT 
RICHMONDGOV.COM/POLICE

ORANGE A
DOMINION 
DOM.COM
FEDERAL RESERVE BANK OF RICHMOND 
RICHMONDFED.ORG
LA DIFFERENCE   
LADIFF.COM
HEALTH BRIGADE FORMERLY FAN FREE CLINIC  
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HEALTHBRIGADE.ORG
IMPERIAL COURT OF WASHINGTON DC  
IMPERIALCOURTDC.ORG
LEMONADE STAND FOR BLACK LIVES
SOUTHERNERSONNEWGROUND.ORG 
NOVA PRIDE    
NOVAPRIDE.ORG
PEACE CORPS   
PEACECORPS.GOV
RICHMOND BUSINESS ALLIANCE   
RICHMONDBUSINESSALLIANCE.COM
SOUTHERNERS ON NEW GROUND 
SOUTHERNERSONNEWGROUND.ORG 
VIRGINIA OPERA    
VAOPERA.ORG

ORANGE B
MCC RICHMOND    
MCCRICHMOND.ORG
POP MY FLASH    
POPMYFLASH.PHOTOREFLECT.COM
RICHMOND REGIONAL TOURISM   
RICHMONDISOUT.COM
SGI-USA     
SGI-USA.ORG
SMI HOTEL GROUP    
SMI-HOTELGROUP.COM
THE CHANGE PROJECT   
EMBODYPROGRESS.ORG
THE GUARDIAN DRAGON   
TGDHERBANDTEA.NET
PICTURE PERFECT
VSU RAINBOW SOUL 
VSU.EDU 
VIRGINIA TOURISM CORPORATION 
VIRGINIA.ORG 
WEDDINGS WITH PRIDE  
WEDDINGSWITHPRIDEVA.COM
 
YELLOW
ACLU OF VIRGINIA    
ACLUVA.ORG
CROSSOVER HEALTHCARE MINISTRY   
CROSSOVERMINISTRY.ORG
GENWORTH 
GENWORTH.COM   
GLSEN       
GLSEN.ORG/CHAPTERS/RICHMOND
JAMES RIVER TRANSGENDER SOCIETY   
JRTS.ORG 
RICHMOND DIVAS   
RICHMOND TRIANGLE PLAYERS   
RTRIANGLE.ORG
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH    
STPAULSRVA.ORG
TABOO     
TABOORVA.COM
T-MOBILE      
T-MOBILE.COM
TREE HUG TRADING COMPANY
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATIONS 
RICHMONDUU.ORG
VCU
VCU.EDU
VCU HEALTH
VCU.EDU
VIRGINIA POLYAMORY  
VAPOLYAMORY.ORG

GREEN
CHESTERFIELD COUNTY POLICE    
CHESTERFIELDPD.COM
CUPCAKE  
CUPCAKEVINEYARDS.COM   
DABSSWAG     
DABSSWAG.COMGLSEN   
HELPING HANDS VETERINARY SURGERY 
& DENTAL CARE  
AFFORDABLEPETSURGERY.COM
HENRICO COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT
HENRICOPOLICE.ORG
ORANGE
ORANGERVA.COM
RICHMOND MEN’S CHORUS      
MONUMENTCITYMUSIC.ORG 
RICHMOND TRANSFORMERS    
GROUPS.YAHOO.COM/NEO/GROUPS/RICHMONDTRANS-
FORMERS/INFO
ROSMY      
ROSMY.ORG
SEAPLANE SHIRTS     
SEAPLANESHIRTS.COM   
SUNTRUST
SUNTRUST.COM
VIRGINIA SEXUAL & DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
STATE HOTLINE   
VSDVALLIANCE.ORG

BLUE
AETNA     
AETNA.COM
ALTRIA 
ALTRIA.COM   
CAPITAL ONE
CAPITALONE.COM
DJ BOOTH 
EQUALITY VIRGINIA      
EQUALITYVIRGINIA.ORG
PFLAG OF RICHMOND      
PFLAGOFRICHMOND.ORG
STUDIO TWO THREE     
STUDIOTWOTHREE.ORG
VIRGINIA ANTI VIOLENCE PROJECT    
FACEBOOK.COM/VIRGINIAAVP 

PURPLE
AARP  
AARP.ORG   
DIVERSITY RICHMOND    
DIVERSITYRICHMOND.ORG
DIVERSITY THRIFT 
DIVERSITYTHRIFT.ORG  
PRIME TIMERS OF CENTRAL VA 
PRIMETIMERSCV.ORG 
RVA BEARS     
RVABEARS.ORG
YELP
YELP.COM
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TAKE A STEP 
TOWARD FINANCIAL 
CONFIDENCE.
Millions of people are struggling with financial stress. 
That’s why SunTrust sparked the onUp movement—to 
inspire everyone to take a step toward financial confidence. 
At onUp.com, we’ve assembled useful tips, resources and 
even a Mental Wealth Quiz to encourage more people to 
move toward better financial control and confidence. 
Are you ready to take a step?

SunTrust Bank, Member FDIC. ©2016 SunTrust Banks, Inc. SunTrust is a federally registered service mark of SunTrust Banks, Inc. 
onUp is a service mark of SunTrust Banks, Inc.

 Join the movement at onUp.com
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Do it with the one you love. When you’re looking for the area’s best selection of 

engagement rings come to Adolf first. You’ll quickly see why we’re still the most trusted 

family-owned jewelry store in Richmond after 55 years.

Do it YOUR WAY

Ridge Shopping Center  .  Parham & Quioccasin Roads  .  804.285.3671

ADOLFJEWELERS.COM  .  #DOITINRVA
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Our NEW name is -

For 25 years,                        has been working with 
and learning from Central Virginia’s LGBTQ+ youth.  

As we begin the next 25 years, with the help of the 
VCU Brand Center, we’ve got a new look and a new name! 

But what hasn’t changed is our commitment to creating a 
community where LGBTQ+ youth are safe, affirmed in 
who they are, and provided opportunities to flourish.  who they are, and provided opportunities to flourish.  

So meet us all over again!  
And, join us in working
with LGBTQ+ youth 
- side by side.

To learn more or volunteer, visit
sidebysideva.org or call 804.644.4800

YYouth support hotline:
888.644.4390
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October 1, 2016

details at novapride.org
#novapride #703pride

Our work is made possible by the generosity and participation of 
individuals and businesses in the community.  Spread the word 
to local businesses, sign up to volunteer, chip in a contribution, 

and tell your friends!

Sponsors, Vendors & Volunteer Opportunities Available!

12-8pm | Bull Run Special Events Center | Centreville, VA

The Northern Virginia Pride Festival is a celebration of diversity, inclusion and 
equality for all!  Join an estimated 5,000-10,000 LGBTQ+ individuals and straight 
Allies for a day of family-friendly, pet-friendly fun; with field games, an o�-leash 

dog park, pro-equality vendors, food trucks, live entertainment, and more!  Parking 
is free, and complimentary shuttles from Vienna Metro are provided all day.
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FestAd_HalfLetter.pdf   1   8/26/2016   11:33:04 AM

Th�e’s no place like
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The Firework Award recognizes members 
of the Virginia LGBTQ community who 
are catalysts for change. In their life or 
work, they are the spark that ignites or 
contributes to efforts towards making our 
world fairer and more just for all of us.
 
“Gavin Grimm is the embodiment of 
courage,” stated James Millner, President 
of Virginia Pride, on why Grimm, 16, was 
given this honor. Gimm, a transman, has 
been locked in a legal battle with the 
Gloucester County School Board over their 
bathroom policy which forces students to 
use the restroom and locker room aligned 
with their birth gender, not their gender 
identity. While he’s still awaiting a final 
decision, the case has made it up to the 
Supreme Court which sadly sided with 
the school board in his request to stay the 
policy.

CONGRATS TO GAVIN GRIMM, THE 
WINNER OF THE 2016 VIRGINIA PRIDE 

FIREWORK AWARD! 

Grimm said he was humbled to receive an 
award from VA Pride, and despite recent 
setbacks, he remains optimistic. 

“It’s been a long process and there’s been 
bumps in the road -- but stay positive,” 
he advised. “I’m not giving up and I know 
justice will eventually prevail.”

Millner said Grimm’s perseverance in the 
face of ignorance and intolerance is an 
example we could all learn from. 

“I think when all is said and done, he will 
be mentioned in the same breath as Edie 
Windsor and Jim Obergefell,” Millner 
predicted. “ He is truly changing the world.”
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Central Virginia's Local Affiliate of the National 
Gay and  Lesbian Chamber of Commerce

Come visit our booth during

PrideFest 2016

to learn more and join at a special rate! 

www.RichmondBusinessAlliance.com
info@richmondbusinessalliance.com
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by Tyler Hammel images by Connor Shomaker 

Across the country on December 21, 2015, gay and 
bisexual men woke up to the news that the Food and 
Drug Administration had lifted a longtime ban on 
blood donation from men who have sex with men 
(MSM). However, that excitement was short-lived. 
The retracted ban came with a restriction: MSMs 
would have to be celibate for a twelve-month period 
prior to donation.

The barring of MSMs from donating blood had 
been in place since 1983 when the FDA instituted a 
ban to prevent patients receiving transfusions from 
contracting HIV. However, many activists and self-
described MSMs feel that strides have been made 
in the 33 years since and the continued restrictions 
are unnecessary. One such individual is recent VCU 
graduate Connor Shumaker.

Shumaker is a former VCU Arts student who 
specialized in textile work. As part of one of his final 
projects, Shumaker created a series entitled “Twelve 
Months,” inspired by his personal experiences with 
blood donation.

“The FDA and big organizations like that follow social 
norms and being homophobic seems to be a social 
norm at this point,” Shumaker stated.

Initially, the project consisted of a sports bra and 
jockstrap with the words “Twelve Months” on the 
bands, a coat lined with a pattern resembling red 
blood cells, and a modified chair.

The chair contained an open drawer on the side to 
store the bra and jockstrap. When the coat was 
draped on the back of the chair, one’s eyes were 
immediately drawn to the words written on the 
seat: “On December 21, 2015, the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration changed the blood donation 
criteria for men who have sex with men (MSM) from 
a lifetime deferral to a one-year deferral. In short, 
the lifetime ban has been lifted -- as long as these 
men are celibate for a twelve-month period before 
donating.”

“As an artist, I think we should talk about things 
that are important to us and that affect our lives,” 

43
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Shumaker explained. “The FDA saying that we have 
to wait twelve months after having sex to donate 
blood is just another way to shame us, another way 
to shame queer sexuality.”

The response to Shumaker’s first project was largely 
positive, and helped to inform others about the 
inequality being perpetuated by the FDA.

“A lot of queer men that I talk to don’t know that they 
can’t donate blood,” Shumaker highlighted. “A lot of 
my straight peers didn’t know either because this 
isn’t an issue that affects them directly.”

Shumaker didn’t stop with the chair and despite 
graduating, he continued this work with a second 
project. This ongoing project involves what is 
essentially a lab coat covered in patches that 
resemble blood bags with each bag containing a 
portrait of an MSM and the words “The Blood Type 
is MSM”.

The portraits are all volunteers who offered their 
faces to support the cause. So far Shumaker has 
made 36 patches, enough to create a substantially 
larger lab coat. Though big already, Shumaker has no 
plans to stop the coat’s growth.

“I would like to continue going. I think the coat needs 
to continue growing.”

Recently, Shumaker has been taking the portraits 
and reprinting them onto canvas and turning them 
into bean bags that resemble bags of blood. One 
side of the bag is a portrait of the queer man, and 
the other contains the Virginia Blood Drive’s Slogan 
“Someone’s Life Depends on You” as well as “Find Us 
at MSM Red Cross.”

“Each one is going to weigh the same as a pint of 
blood and to be able to see a whole pile of these 
blood bags -- these men -- I think will be impactful,” 
declared Shumaker.

In the wake of the Pulse shooting this past summer, 
gay men in Orlando were still prevented from 
donating despite the intense need. Shumaker saw the 
shooting as a direct attack on his community and the 
continued ban on blood donation further outraged 
Shumaker and made his project all the more relevant.

“Since the shooting, I’ve seen a lot more articles being 
shared about the FDA’s criteria for MSMs and people 
are outraged,” Shumaker asserted. “With it still being 
in place after something like this, that we can’t even 
help our community, [it] hurts.”

While there’s an emotional history behind MSM 
blood donation, there’s also a practical reason for the 
restriction.

The FDA requires a twelve month deferral period 
for donating for those who leave the country and 
for people who get tattoos as well. This is done in 
accordance with the precautionary principle to make 
sure the donated blood is free of disease of pathogen.

“If there’s any risk that something bad can happen 
from a unit of blood, we’re going to take the most 
conservative approach we can,” explained Susan 
Roseff, MD, a VCU Professor of Pathology as well as a 
board member of the Association of Blood Banks. “So 
if the ban changed and someone contracted HIV and 
it turned out the donor was someone who fell into a 
high-risk category, there would be an outcry and the 
ban would probably come back more severe.”

People deemed to be at high-risk for infection are 
given a year deferral period even though for many of 
the viruses, such as HIV, the window of infection is 
much shorter.

“The window period is closer to ten days, but that’s 
an average window period. There’s still concern that 
they’ll have people whose biology is not the average,” 
Roseff clarified. “There’s so much concern and history 
in how the blood manufacturers reacted to HIV. 
There was a lot of blame and concern that the blood 
industry was not conservative enough.”

Another contributing factor to the deferral length 
is the window of accuracy for serological testing. 
The FDA requires all blood they receive be tested 
via an ELISA test which identifies the HIV antibody 
or antigen created as part of the immune response. 
Serological tests are a less sensitive but cheaper 
method of detecting HIV as opposed to the more 
accurate nucleic acid tests, which can detect HIV 
within ten days of contraction. 

According to Roseff, the expense of nucleic acid tests 
has prevented many smaller donation centers from 
acquiring the systems.

“They’re [The FDA] looking at window not from 
the nucleic acid test, which is ten days, but from 
the serologic test which is much longer,” Roseff 
interpreted. “However, it’s still not a year.”

Roseff, who was against the lifetime ban on MSMs, 
believes that the deferral period is a step in the 
right direction and with further research, the twelve 
months would likely be shortened.

The FDA recently announced plans to reevaluate its 
ban on MSM donation and put out a call for public 
comment on the issue. The forum for public comment 
will close on November 25, 2016, and its presumed 
the FDA will announce any revisions to their policy 
soon afterward.
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GEORGIE +  PORGIE
RELEASE DAY

SATURDAY SEPT 3
limited edition beers celebrating va pride month

and made in partnership with virginia pride + outrva

ardent craft ales
taproom release

12 p.m.
3200 west leigh street

cotu brewing co.
taproom release

1 p.m.
11293 air park road
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DoubleTree by Hilton  
1021 Koger Center Blvd. Richmond, VA. 23235

 Sept. 30th

Oct. 2nd 2016
through

Jesse Smith and Kenny Brown proudly present…

Showcasing over 150 local & internationally recognized tattoo artists

TONY OLIVAS · JOE CAPOBIANCO · STEFANO ALCANTARA · JD CROWE
featuring Ink Master contestants

ONE OF THE OLDEST TATTOO CONVENTIONS IN THE WORLD!

with some of the best artists Richmond  
and the world have to offer

MIGUEL DEL CUADRO · MATT LIVELY · TOOBZ MUIR · HAMILTON GLASS · NICO CATHCART

STREET ART FESTIVAL

RVATattooArts.com |     @RVATattooArts

ST. MARQ · SARAH MILLER · CLEEN · JESSE SMITH · MEGAN JEAN · ANTHONY MICHAELS

RVATAF Pride Ad.indd   1 8/22/16   2:18 PM
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I came to realize the power of personal story in 
2011, when I performed in a self-written play about 
my childhood adversities. Through that experience 
I learned how everything, including the abuse, the 
bullying for being feminine and gay, and the trauma 
from multiple moves, has equally shaped who I am 
today. Theatre, and the arts in general, inspired me 
to reveal parts of my story that society conditions us 
to never talk about; while we are taught to only view 
such elements of our stories as “baggage,” they can 
actually become some of our greatest strengths if we 
learn to frame them differently. Unfortunately, as a 
minority group, we have fewer “safe spaces” to talk 
about our struggles openly and learn the tools to use 
them to our advantage.

Throughout this journey of coming to know myself 
through sharing my story, I have learned a lot about 
the assumptions that are made when individuals 
who represent minority groups are categorized or 
judged predominantly by only one aspect of their 
identity. Whether at school, in the workplace, or in 
the grocery store, lumping individuals together by the 
abstract “diversity data” we all store in our mental 
compartments often leads to fear and ignorance. 

However, I have found that the arts are the one place 
where all of that stigmatization doesn’t matter. Every 
part of one’s story, and thus identity, is seen as artistic 
material for creating a body of work. After realizing 
the potential to change perspective through narrative, 
my inclination to tell story through art flourished. 
I’ve become extremely enriched by this experience, 
both through sharing my own story and by curating 

I AM MY LIFE, 
PRIDEFEST 
STORY BANK
CHAZ BARRACKS

platforms for others to share theirs. I believe that 
beginning the journey of embracing our full selves, 
rather than the selves that society defines for us, is 
how we -- the oppressed, underrepresented, and, in 
many cases, unnoticed -- take back control of our 
destiny. We gain the power to heal ourselves, while 
educating those around us with authenticity.

When it comes to being a member of the LGBTQ 
community, this work is even more necessary. 
We need to have control over how our stories are 
told, taught, and therefore valued. For this year’s 
Virginia Pride celebration, I intend to focus on 
LGBTQ solidarity through showcasing our various 
stories. I am interested in platforming the diverse 
narratives and identities that intersect together to 
form a community among the underrepresented 
LGBTQ voices in Virginia. To do this, I asked a group 
of members in our community to share their own 
stories, because no one can tell them better. 

This piece is a Story Bank feature that contains the 
narratives of five diverse individuals in RVA who 
represent the underserved LGBTQ community. We 
have to share our narratives so that they become the 
new norm and our multiple intersected identities are 
celebrated. The following narratives seek to break 
down stereotypes and foster the interconnectedness 
of our LGBTQ community, by valuing both differences 
and similarities. 

Happy 2016 Pride. 

-Chaz, IAMYMLIFE.org
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My most memorable and brightest moment as a 
Richmond resident, as a bisexual genderqueer boi 
navigating post-grad life, has to be the day I met my 
partner.

I was in the midst of many moving pieces and parts, 
including being depressed, being unemployed, and 
dealing with unstable living situations. I wanted 
to cheer myself up, go out and see friends, and I 
desperately needed an excuse to get out of my skin. 
So I got dressed up real fancy, put a part in my hair 
and everything, and went to Virginia Pride with a 
close friend hoping for a fun time.

Who knew I got much, much more than I bargained 
for that day? Aside from the obvious distractions and 
gorgeous display of diversity that keeps me coming 
back, I was introduced to a girl, a woman that would 
change my life. The universe conspired that day for a 
tiny spark to blossom into love.

FATIMA SISSOKO
AGE 28

When I met Chantea, I was in a really crappy place 
in my life and love was a shaky ground I had grown 
weary of walking on. We exchanged numbers that 
day, but it wasn’t actually until some months later that 
we reconnected. I needed some time to uncoil from a 
string of life’s abuses to see what could happen when 
I let real love -- real black, queer, sensual, healing love 
-- transform my life.

Flash forward to a few years later and we are now 
hunting around Richmond to find a place to start 
calling home. That’s a milestone, both in a literal 
sense and in an emotional one, that I never imagined I 
would have for myself as a young queer kid in Virginia 
Beach.

Moving to Richmond was the best decision I ever 
made because it gave me hope for a future I never 
thought I could believe in so passionately. I owe that 
to the city, but I also owe it to her.
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My first year teaching in Virginia took place in the 
post-hippie decade: the early 1970’s. Although I had 
been out to myself since the age of 12, I kept it to 
myself until one of my students complained about 
being treated unfairly. Her mom called the Principal 
and I got one of those “See me” notes.
 
My principal told me that the girl had complained 
to her mother that I hadn’t treated her fairly. (Her 
mother had completed her homework project so I 
wouldn’t accept it.)

GARY NELSON
AGE 72 
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The girl also told her mother that she suspected I was 
gay which was tantamount to a serious infraction 
back then. So, my principal told me frankly, “I’m 
going to ask you point-blank if you are gay. If you tell 
me you are gay, I will have to take this up with the 
Superintendent. If you tell me you’re not, everything 
will be fine.”
 
I could tell she was trying to save me, so I said, “Mrs. 
Brown, at this point, I’m not dating a boy or a girl.” 
That was enough for her. The girl was transferred 
to another class, and I was relieved. My gay wit had 
saved me from losing my job.
 
Decades later, one can still be fired for being under the 
LGBTQ umbrella in many states, including Virginia. 
Despite progress, it seems none of us are really safe.
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People often look at me as if I designed my identity 
myself. As if my spirit went to a menu for bodies 
and chose black, female, romantically, and sexually 
interested in both men and women. Growing up, my 
mom would always tell me, “You don’t love yourself 
enough. You can’t expect anyone to love you, if you 
don’t love yourself first.” But we have to be taught 
how to love both each other and ourselves.

When I was younger, my identity crisis was centered 
around my ethnicity and the desire to be validated by 
boys. My father was not there to help shape me into a 
confident young woman nor validate me as a person. 
My mother helped shape my identity by telling me 
not to touch myself, to stay a virgin, and wait for the 
right man. I was not allowed to explore my own god 
given body, but the right man could. In December of 
2015, I decided to start shaping my own identity. I 
shaved off my thick curly hair that I had been trying 
to grow out for years. My mom was so angry because 
she worked so hard for my hair. She thought having a 
short haircut made me look like a lesbian.
When people of color are stereotyped and shot down 

JOY MCMILLIAN
AGE 19

for a pigmentation they cannot control, how can 
anyone stereotype others based on who they love? 
How can anyone say that having queer friends makes 
me become queer? It is not a choice whether I am 
black, queer, or a woman. I didn’t decide to carry the 
blood of my mother, but even still my body is my own.

My first year in college, I was openly bisexual, with a 
preference for women. Throughout my first year, my 
mom asked me multiple times if I was a lesbian. In 
a perfect world, I wouldn’t fear having my sexuality 
questioned or told it was a phase or a college 
experiment. I wouldn’t have to imagine my family 
thinking I was disgusting or a sinner if they knew about 
my sexuality. Fortunately, this past year, I enjoyed 
getting to know myself and other people who wanted 
to break free from the stereotypes, expectations, and 
prejudice that overshadowed their identity.

If I died today, would I be happy with how I spent my 
time on earth? No, I wouldn’t, unless I freely shared 
another part of who I am with the world and those 
who should love me most. Like my mom said, how can 
I expect others to love me, if I don’t love myself? My 
sexuality is not all that I am, but it is a part of me I will 
love and fight for. No matter who you are, what you 
believe, or how you define your gender or sexuality, I 
will love and treat you the same. And I will expect the 
same from you.
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by Julie Clayton
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Faith and diversity have a dysfunctional relationship sometimes which can be particularly visible in the South. 
And then there’s Richmond, Virginia, a “more-progressive-than-it- wants-to-be” haven which Billy Christopher 
Maupin, Associate Artistic Director of 5th Wall Theatre, calls “of the South and beyond the South.”

Virginia’s capital is a thriving city in its own right with budding restaurateurs, expanding and newly-opened 
breweries, numerous tourism awards, a vibrant LGBTQ community and some of the region’s finest theatre. 
Yet in many ways, Richmond (affectionately RVA) has a small town feel with a great deal of community 
cohesiveness and pride. Nowhere is that community atmosphere more evident than in Richmond’s exciting 
and cutting-edge theatre community.
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My mother believes that, at least on a subconscious 
level, I left my home in Massachusetts and came 
to Richmond to explore myself. I think she’s right. I 
mean, my surface level reasoning for the big move 
was a vague combination -- I could not return to 
the slow, college-centric town I had been living in. I 
needed new opportunities and challenges. But as I 
began to navigate this new city, I found that I was also 
navigating my sense of self. For me, finding a home 
in Richmond was synonymous with finding a home in 
my queer identity.

Coming out as non-binary was both a relief and a 
terror. I finally felt like I had the language to explain 
my grey area (or “the Grey,” as I affectionately 
called it). But with it came a never-ending obstacle 
course, answering questions, explaining myself, 
introducing, and reintroducing folks to this new part 
of me. For every piece of support, for every moment 
of validation, for every instance of uplifting euphoria, 
there was doubt. There were questions just shy of 
hostility. There was disconnect between the way I 
saw myself and the way I was perceived. A powerful, 
at times paralyzing, social and emotional dysphoria.

BLAISE DAVI
AGE 24

As cliché as it sounds, I found refuge just as it felt 
like the storm would hit. Richmond Genderqueer 
and Transgender Support Group (or RGT for short) 
became not just a safe place for discussion and self-
expression, but also a place where I did not need to 
explain myself or my identity. Change was okay. It was 
celebrated, and there was no pressure to remain fixed 
or static. My pronouns were used without question, 
and at last I felt as though I could have conversations 
about my identity that extended beyond the basics. 
Through RGT, and the members who became dear 
friends, I was allowed to explore the multiplicity of my 
queerness.

I am neither man nor woman, neither purely 
masculine nor feminine. I am a blend of both and 
something entirely separate. I am a soft-hearted boy, 
sensitive and emotional, in pastels and floral. I am a 
ferocious femme, hell-bent on razing any space that 
tries to bend me against my will. I am still figuring it 
out and I work to make peace with “the Grey.” And 
above all, I am ecstatic to finally be making a home 
within this city and within myself.
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My friends and I were sitting in a booth at 3rd Street 
Diner, eating our chicken tenders and onion rings, 
when a woman walked over to us and asked if any 
of us had a cigarette. It just so happened that none 
of us smoked so we responded that no, we didn’t 
have a cigarette, but we hoped she’d have a great 
night. In the moments it took us to respond to her 
question, this woman had taken the time to look us 
over and make an assessment: We were all queer. 
Her assessment was true, but rather than keeping it 
to herself, minding her own business, or leaving us 
alone and going about her life, this woman decided to 
comment on her observation. 

“Are you all…,” she assumed we knew exactly what 
she meant and waited for us to answer her question. 
We were silent. “I mean, I love it!” She said. We still 
didn’t respond. Hungry for validation, she asked 
again, “I mean, you are all… well, I’m not gonna say 
it but...” Again, she left the question incomplete as if 
saying the word would be confessing sin. Eventually, 
given that we weren’t justifying her question with an 
answer, the woman chuckled awkwardly and walked 
away. 

CASSANDRA CALIN
AGE 22

We were left at the table feeling that, as in many other 
instances in our lives, we were perceived to exist for 
the amusement of others. As a queer black woman, 
I feel this every day. White people are amused by 
my hair or my intellect. Straight men are entertained 
or aroused by my relationships with other women. 
People with more privilege tell me how brave or cute 
or smart I am as if they set the standard, as if I need 
their approval.

But I don’t need their approval or their comments. 
My identity is not risqué or exotic or sinful. It just is. 
Completely separate from what you think about me. 
I just am. 
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I still remember what it felt like, to finally be in a 
relationship with a woman who I didn’t meet online. 
My newness to the world of being queer (and the 
difficulty of being queer out loud) limited the actual 
people I met who were also queer and a lot of my 
interactions happened through Tumblr. Well... to be 
honest, technically it was also online. On OkCupid.
 
So maybe I lied. She was the first woman I dated 
that I met online and also met in person (important 
distinction). We talked for a while and we really 
connected, or at least I thought so at the time. She 
was sweet and it felt like I finally found someone I 
could relate to. Our relationship started off fast and, 
because of unstable living on her end, we ended up 
living together after only four months.
 
But it was also so rocky.
 
So rocky.
 
I realized that we actually didn’t have much in 
common. She didn’t like much of what I liked, and 
whenever I would bring up racism or oppression she 
would tell me I was ruining the mood. I financially 
supported her, and we argued all the time. I always 
remember thinking, “One day it’ll be better,” and I 
held back all of my wants and needs because it never 
seemed to fit.
 

MICKY ALEXANDER JORDAN
AGE  26

She was emotionally abusive.
 
I just didn’t know that. I just thought about how hard 
it was for her and how all these fucked up experiences 
she had led her to treating me this way.. But that 
didn’t make it easier to live with her and I felt so small.
 
I used to watch a lot of videos on YouTube of 
trans guys. It was in the early stages of my gender 
exploration and I thought about taking testosterone. 
It was a far away thought and it didn’t feel real, but 
I shared it out loud. All I remember is her being so 
angry. Her ex took testosterone and became abusive 
-- what if I do? I became small again, comforting her 
and realizing that what I needed for my life and my 
body probably wasn’t as important.

That relationship consisted of brief stalking, so much 
gaslighting, control, and manipulation. But at the 
time, it was so hard to take any of that seriously. In 
some ways, I feel happy having experienced that. Not 
because I think I deserve it, but because it taught me 
to value people who didn’t treat me this way.

BE SAFE, BE HAPPY, BE PROUD! 63



64 VIRGINIA PRIDEFEST 2016



BE SAFE, BE HAPPY, BE PROUD! 65



66 VIRGINIA PRIDEFEST 2016

LGBTQ individuals are living in a better time now 
than five, ten, or twenty years ago. Awareness 
and acceptance continue to grow every year. As a 
bisexual male in a committed hetero relationship, 
I am all too often aware of how far we still have 
to go, especially when people speak to me without 
realizing I am one of “them.” 

This kind of talk most often occurs around the time 
of Pride events which have become a traditional 
celebration of this progress. When I was in the 
military, footage from a PRIDE Parade was shown 

By Billy Flynn Illustration by Lohitha Kethu
PRIDE & BISEXUALITY

on the ship and someone asked what “they had 
to be proud of.” He said that pride is being happy 
because you accomplished something and that 
being gay is not an accomplishment. 

“Maybe they accomplished being themselves 
in public without being mocked or beaten,” I 
responded. He looked at me and asked, “if I was a 
fag or something.”

Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell was still in effect, but that’s 
besides the point. The exchange made me think 
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growing acceptance of the LGBTQ community in 
the mainstream helps quite a bit. 

While I know gays, lesbians, and transgenders have 
“figures” who help spread understanding, I never 
considered that bisexuals had the same sort of 
representation. The closest thing I thought of as a 
bisexual in the public eye was the character Captain 
Jack Harkness from Doctor Who, a portrayal that 
helped my wife understand me and what it means 
to be bisexual. 

Axelrod made me realize I was thinking far too 
small. He reminded me that “Alan Cumming, 
Grace Jones who made no apologies for anything, 
[Arizona Representative] Kristen Sinema, Frank 
Ocean, Rabbi Debra Kolodny, Margaret Cho, Alice 
Walker, and David Bowie” are all people who have 
worn their identities proudly and helped others see 
how we are not that different. 

“Once more people realize same sex attractions 
do not mean you have to be any kind of label, just 
yourself,” Smith asserted. 

People do like to label, which is why the idea of 
gender fluidity is confusing to some. Icons of all 
sexualities have shaken the beliefs of what that 
group is “supposed” to be. Bisexual icons challenge 
the idea of of what attraction itself is “supposed” to 
be. Axelrod believes “no one is all the way straight 
or all the way gay; I think there are times when you 
feel that way, but I don’t think that is something 
that follows you through your entire life.” 

It is not a matter of being attracted to men and 
women (and definitely not all men and women) so 
much as being attracted to particular people you 
find attractive. 

I will be at Pride Fest again this year with my wife 
and daughter, celebrating with other people like me 
and different from me. Pride is an affirmation that I 
am okay. I may appear to meet societal conventions 
of a traditional relationship, but the person I am 
inside is also worth celebrating. 

Every year I attend, I understand a little more 
what the “achievement” is and “what we have to 
be proud of,” the simple truth a small-minded 
coworker did not understand so long ago. We can 
not only be accepted, but accept ourselves as well. 

that if I had answered, I probably would have said 
no, as I did not have pride in that part of who I was. 
It would be years later before I would come out, let 
alone see myself as a proud member of the LGBTQ 
community. 

I wondered how other bisexuals made that 
same journey so I thought I would ask for some 
input.  
I spoke with Shawn Smith, a 23-year-old recent 
graduate from a Richmond area university who is 
moving back home to Indiana and Jared Axelrod, 
a 36-year-old Author, Illustrator, and Puppeteer, 
about their experiences to compare with my 44 
year journey. 

The first time I ever told anyone I was bisexual 
was when I was 22. It was really just an admission 
to myself. I never thought about “coming out” as 
I never considered myself anything but straight, 
despite my interest in both sexes. Jared identified 
as bi in his teen years, but took on a gay identity in 
college “because of that late teen/twenties need to 
establish an identity.” He realized later more about 
his attractions and is a bi male happily married to 
bi female. 

“I was scared that I was gay. I liked girls; I really 
did, but I had these other thoughts I had to hide,” 
described Smith, who grew up in a small town in 
Indiana and was unsure how his peers would react. 

Axelrod’s friends and family all know about his 
sexuality, though he says people tend to forget 
because he is married to a woman. “You have to 
come out again about every six month or so,” he 
stated. Bisexual identity does not relay the same 
visual cues as a gay or lesbian couple. A hetero 
relationship can look “normal” even though 
heterosexuals may or may not be involved. 

Shawn wore his hetero identity, as he was afraid of 
revealing his true self. “My friends would always 
make fun of anyone who acted in a way they 
thought was gay. It made you weaker and inferior 
in their eyes.” 

I wore my hetero identity until I was 36, and even 
then I only shared my bisexuality with a small group 
of people. It is no longer something I feel I need to 
hide, as I do not believe it in any way changes what 
anyone already thinks about me, good or bad. The 
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LUNCH AND DINNER

7 DAYS A WEEK

2934 WEST CARY STREET - RICHMOND. VA 23221
804.342.8990 - THEDAILYKITCHENANDBAR.COM

We’re proud to support PrideFest 2016

GLAmazon is a group that recognizes and celebrates LGBTQ culture 
at Amazon through events, meetings, and information. Involvement 
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Find out more at amazon.com/diversity
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Ray said they got involved after VA Pride asked them 
to create a beer for the festival as well as for the 
month of September, and they quickly jumped at the 
chance to do something for the community.

“That’s why we’re able to exist,” he affirmed. 
“There’s much more readily available beers besides 
craft beers out there, but when people realize we’re 
part of their community and we’re trying to lift up 
their community, that’s the survival of craft beer: 
the local aspect. If you’re not believing in it or acting 
upon it, you’re destined for failure.”

According to Finney, The for the folks at Ardent, it is 
a way of bringing everyone together.

“I’m a black gay male and I noticed when we went 
to a conference -- the Craft Brewers Conference 
in Philadelphia -- the industry itself looks very 
homogenized,” he revealed. “You’re surrounded by 
nothing but white bearded men, but it’s actually 
one of the most inclusive and inviting industries I’ve 
worked in. It’s a way of coming together. Even here at 
Ardent, we don’t have TV’s or bands. We really want 
it to feel like a community. We want people to be 
themselves, come in, and enjoy some beer.”

He added especially in light of recent events, 
it’s particularly important to lift up the LGBTQ 
community.

“There’s so much we should be doing for the LGBTQ 
community and making them feel welcome, and 
we want to put that face on the craft beer industry 
to show we are inclusive so it’s about making sure 
everyone feels proud and comfortable,” Finney 
declared.

“Georgie” and “Porgie” beers will distributed by 
Brown Distributing and sold in kegs and 750 mL 
bottles. You can purchase both beers at Pridefest in 
September and at participating local restaurants.

by Amy David     photo by Brad Kutner
PRIDE BEER

Ashland’s Center of the Universe (COTU) brewery 
and Ardent Craft Ales in Scott’s Addition have 
teamed up with OutRVA and Virginia Pride to brew 
up two tasty beers to celebrate the Pridefest this 
year.

Both brews are on the sweeter side, and named 
after the classic nursery rhyme, “Georgie Porgie.” 
Ardent Craft Ales has brewed up “Georgie,” a mixed 
berry pale ale, while COTU has created “Porgie,” a 
Chocolate Pudding Porter.

Chris Ray, co-owner of COTU, said the idea for their 
beer started out as a pie and filling.

“After multiple attempts to do some kind of graham 
cracker crust, we realized we couldn’t do it without 
putting extracts and stuff in there so when we went 
in there with a new name: ‘Georgie Porgie.’ ‘Porgie’ 
gives us a chocolate pudding route,” he explained.

The brewery has a history with making sweet stouts. 
Their famous El Duderino is a White Russian milk 
stout so Ray said it all kind of “fell into place” when 
it came to making the beer.

Atypical of that stout and others, “Porgie” clocks 
in at 5.7% and isn’t super heavy or super dark 
according to Ray.

“We wanted to keep the roastiness down to a 
minimum,” he rationalized. “It’s going to be extra 
chocolatey. We are brewing it with some vanilla 
beans and some lactose to add some sweetness. 
Our goal is to make it taste like chocolate pudding.”
Ardent’s “Georgie” is a light 4.7% mixed berry pale 
ale and Ardent sales associate Dominic Finney said 
their brewery was approached by COTU for the 
collaboration.

“They wanted to do something that was close to 
here in the Richmond area, we didn’t even hesitate,” 
he remembered. “We’re very collaborative in the 
community... we think that [the beer] will be a lot of 
fun with the theme of Pride and everything.”
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EEO Employer/Protected Veteran/Disabled

Stacey L. & John R. | Capital One Associates

In love, at home 
     AND AT WORK.

jobs.capitalone.com
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804.353.3411  I  EASTCOASTRVA.COM 
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criminalize our existence and silence our voices. 
Unless we are willing to fight, it will only get worse. 

This year, like many others, has been a continuous 
reminder that if you are LGBTQ, Black, Brown, poor 
or working class, Indigenous, immigrant, then you 
are not safe and you will have to fight if you want 
to survive. Like the heat that rose from the fire 
that night in the Legacy Circle, heat is rising from 
Southern Queer folk. I feel it when I walk into the 
tienda and Donald Trump is spewing his usual 
bigoted rhetoric on the television. I feel it when I go 
to the gay club and hips are swinging a little freer 
than they were before. My people are afraid, they 
are apprehensive, unsure of what is to come, but 
they are also incensed and looking for ways to spring 
into action.

We’ve said it before and we say it again with the 
wind and fierceness of our elders at our backs: our 
best chance at survival is each other. We know how 
hard it is to carry fear and fight to be free from it at 
the same time. We’re at a moment in time where 
we must choose each other, we must decide what 
we need to live and we must take it for ourselves 
because we can be damn sure that politicians are 
not going to hand it to us. 

So to all you Southern LGBTQ Latinxs reading this, 
we’re coming to you. Meet us on the dance floor.

Words by Eujenia Osoria, SONG Queering Immigration Fellow 
Translation by Eujenia Osoria and Salem Acuña, regional organizer

LIVING AUTHENTICALLY 
AS A LGBTQ PERSON OF 
COLOR AFTER ORLANDO 
I can still feel heat curling off the fire on an already 
too hot summer night, as many of us gathered around 
our elders for the Legacy Circle at Gaycation. I can 
still hear Ms. Kat telling us to “go talk to that girl”, 
because “you might not be around to do it tomorrow.” 
The next night Omar Mateen walked into Pulse Night 
Club and shot over 100 queer Latinxs, killing 49 of 
them, including Darryl Roman Burt II (service pictured 
above) who was buried in Amelia, Virginia this past 
June. 

That night we were reminded over 100 times that old 
age is not guaranteed.
In the weeks following the massacre at Pulse Night 
Club I have seen countless vigils and fundraisers pop 
up. I have witnessed the blatant whitewashing of 
queer Latinx grief, resilience, and leadership. I have 
also watched queer folks pour into clubs to dance 
with each other, joyful and defiant in the face of grief 
and homophobia, knowing very well that it might 
mean risking their lives. 

In a time when Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton 
are the only two options that people think we have, 
we would be unwise to expect anything other than 
a severe heightening of everything that puts us on 
the fringes of “normalcy.” Every attack on us, from 
the Supreme Court’s tie vote on immigration issues, 
HB2 in North Carolina and all the copycat bills it has 
made way for, to the massacre at Pulse, is meant to 
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Todavía puedo sentir el calor encrespando del fuego 
en una noche ya demasiada calurosa, muchos de 
nosotros reunidos alrededor de nuestros mayores–
líderes ancianos– para el Círculo de Legado en 
Gaycation. Todavía puedo oír a la Señora Kat decir 
“anda a hablar con esa chica, porque puede ser que 
no estés aquí para hacerlo mañana.” A la noche 
siguiente, Omar Mateen entró a la disco Pulse y 
le disparó a más de 100 personas Latinxs LGBTQ, 
matando a 49 de ellxs, incluyendo a Darryl Roman 
Burt II (foto de servicio arriba) que fue enterrado en 
Amelia, Virginia este Junio pasado. 

Esa noche nos recordamos  mas de 100 veces que la 
vejes no es garantizada. 

En las semanas siguientes después del masacre en la 
disco Pulse,  he visto un eterno de vigilias y eventos 
para recaudar fondos. He sido testigo al descarado 
“blanqueamiento” y borradura del dolor y liderazgo 
de gente Latinxs LGBTQ. Al mismo tiempo, he visto a 
nuestra gente LGBTQ entrando a las discos para bailar, 
alegre y desafiante en frente al dolor y la homofobia, 
sabiendo muy bien que eso podría poner en riesgo 
sus vidas. En un momento en el cual Donald Trump 
y Hillary Clinton son las dos únicas opciones que la 
gente piensa que tenemos, sería imprudente esperar 
cualquier otra cosa que no sea una aumentación e 
intensificación grave de todo lo que ya nos coloca en 
las márgenes de la “normalidad”. Cada ataque contra 
nosotrxs, desde la decisión sobre DACA / DAPA, la 
ley HB-2 en Carolina del Norte y todas las políticas 
similares que han seguido, hasta el masacre de Pulse; 

todo está diseñado a criminalizar nuestra existencia 
y silenciar nuestra voz. Y si es que no estamos 
dispuestxs a luchar, todo esto se va a empeorar. 

Este año, como muchos otros, hemos visto 
constantemente que si eres LGBTQ, Negro, Latinx, 
de piel oscura, pobre o de clase obrera, indígena, 
o inmigrante, la seguridad no es garantizada y 
tendremos que luchar fuerte si es que queremos 
sobrevivir. Igual como el calor que se levantó del 
fuego esa noche en el Círculo de Legado, el calor se 
está levantado en dentro de nuestra gente Sureña 
y LGBTQ. Lo siento cuando entro a la tienda y veo 
a Donald Trump  arrojando su retórica racista e 
intolerante en la televisión. Lo siento cuando voy a 
la disco gay y mis caderas se balancean y mueven 
un poco más libre de lo que eran antes. Mi gente 
tiene miedo, están ansiosas , no se sabe lo que 
está por venir, pero nuestra gente también se está 
enfureciendo y buscando maneras de tomar acción.

Lo hemos dicho antes y lo decimos de nuevo con el 
viento y el ardor de nuestros ancianos en nuestras 
espaldas: nuestra mejor oportunidad de sobrevivencia 
es en cada uno de nosotros, en comunidad. Estamos 
en un momento en que debemos elegirnos a nosotrxs 
mismxs (en comunidad), un momento en cual 
tenemos que decidir lo que necesitamos para vivir y 
tomarlo por nosotros mismos, porque estamos bien 
claros que los políticos no nos van a entregar nada 
con facilidad. Así que para todos ustedes Sureños 
Latinxs LGBTQ que estan leyendo esto: ¡ allí vamos ! ¡ 
nos vemos en la pista de baile !
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THEVALENTINE.ORG   |   1015 E. CLAY STREET   |   RICHMOND, VIRGINIA   |   804  649 0711

It’s All Rela  ve:
Richmond Families (1616-2016)

October 13, 2016 – June 18, 2017
What de nes a Richmond family? This exhibi  on explores the changing de ni  on 

and composi  on of what makes a family in our Richmond community
over the past  ve centuries.

Sponsored by Altria Group and Richmond Family Magazine.

One Love: LGBT Families
December 1, 2016 – September 4, 2017
Sponsored by Altria Group, Virginia Tourism Corpora  on,

Richmond Region Tourism and Michael Simon Photography
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THE LGBTQ 
UNDERGROUND
IS ALIVE AND 
WELL PHOTOS BY 

BRAD KUTNER

Richmond is a southern town 
offering traditional and not-so-
traditional options for the local 
LGBTQ community. We’re proud 
of who we are no matter what 
venue we take over, and as these 

photos from the monthly 
Animal RVA dance party show, 
in RVA everyone on the spec-
trum, as well as allies, has the 
chance to be themselves in an 

authentic and unique way.

GAYRVA & ANIMAL 
AFTER-PRIDE 

ROOFTOP PARTY 
Animal is teaming up with GayRVA to 

throw the premiere post-VA Pride 
party at the historic Hofheimer 

building.  

SATURDAY, 09 24 2016
$8 Advanced Tickets 

$12 At the Door
Doors 9PM  

10PM-Close 21+

HOFHEIMER BUILDING
2818 West Broad St.

 804 342 0012
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SOMETIMES A LITTLE DIFFERENCE 
CAN MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE.

AT DOMINION, COMMITMENT TO DIVERSITY IS AN IMPORTANT 
PART OF POWERING OUR BUSINESS.
At Dominion, diversity isn’t just something we strive for, it’s something we insist on. The bottom line is that diversity 
is good business—having a workforce and group of suppliers who come from different backgrounds and who have 
had different sets of experiences helps us generate a broader range of better ideas. As a result, our company is 
strengthened, our communities prosper and, most important, our customers benefit.

To learn more about Dominion, our dedication to diversity, and   
how we help power the communities that power our business, 
please visit dom.com.

dom.com
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BROADWAY
In Richmond

BroadwayInRichmond.com | 804-592-3401
Subscriptions And Groups Now On Sale!
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The Broadway Musical

Discover your  
inner elf.

Discover your 
inner elf.

Discover your  
inner elf.

December 9 - 11, 2016 February 7 - 12, 2017 

March 10 - 11, 2017 
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Would you just look 

at what you’ve done?
Thanks to you, we have expanded and reor-
ganized Diversity Thrift, and had the best 
sales year in our history.

Thanks to you, your donations to and 
purchases from Diversity Thrift, we have 
distributed more than $950,000 to area 
non-profits to support programs that 
strengthen the LGBTQ+ community.

Thanks to you and your generous cash  
donations, we can collaborate with groups 
with similar aspirations to educate, advo-
cate, support and encourage acceptance. 

And, sometimes, we come together as one 
community to grieve, as we did this year at 
the Vigil for Orlando.

Thanks to you, our Iridian Gallery has 
received national attention and is the only 
one of its kind in the country, focusing on 
LGBTQ+ artists and subject matter that is 
significant to our community. 

Thanks to you, our Event Hall, Classroom  
and other rental spaces are earning income 
that allows us to provide free meeting and 
storage space to community non-profits.

Thanks to you,  Diversity Richmond is a catalyst, a voice, a place and a resource for 
the  LGBTQ+ community. We champion and celebrate our diverse community, working 
closely with many other organizations such as Virginia Pride, to ensure our vision for a 
 vibrant, inclusive society. 
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1776
T H E  M U S I C A L

SEP 30 – OCT 23, 2016 

NOV 25, 2016 - JAN 1, 2017

JAN 27 -  

FEB 12, 2017
MARCH 10 - 26, 2017

THE TONY-WINNING BEST MUSICAL

JUNE 23 - JULY 30, 2017

2016/2017 SIGNATURE SEASON

VIRGINIAREP.ORG  |  804-282-2620
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Your Wedding is an Historic Event
Host all of your special events 

at the Branch House

Contact: Kathleen Bagenstose,  (804) 237-1764
 kbagenstose@branchmuseum.org

2501 Monument Avenue | Richmond, VA 23220 

The Branch
Museum of Architecture and Design

Branch Weddings Pride Guide 2015.indd   1 5/18/2016   2:46:53 PM
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BROADWAYWORLD.COM‘Electrifying and Stunning’

BROADWAYWORLD.COM
DANCE MAGAZINE‘Fierce, Volcanic and Eclectic’

FEATURING THE WORK OF
EMMY  NOMINATED CHOREOGRAPHERS©

FEATURING THE WORK OF
EMMY  NOMINATED CHOREOGRAPHERS

TRAVIS WALL 
NICK LAZZARINI 
TEDDY FORANCE 
& KYLE ROBINSON
from So You Think You Can Dance 
and All The Right Moves
WWW.SHAPINGSOUNDCO.COM

TICKETS:  
ALTRIA THEATER & DOMINION ARTS CENTER BOX OFFICES • ETIX.COM • 800-514-ETIX (3849)

SUN • OCT 23 • 5PM
ALTRIA THEATER
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